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Education & training 
in rheumatology is a 
lifelong endeavour
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EULAR strategy 2024-2028

Vision
• EULAR imagines a world in which all 

rheumatic and MSK diseases are 

recognised, diagnosed and ultimately 

prevented or cured 

Mission
• EULAR aims to minimise the impact of 

RMDs on individuals and societies

• EULAR promotes education, awareness, 

best clinical care, prevention and 

research in the field of RMDs

• EULAR provides global solutions for the 

management of RMDs. 

Education

Research

Advocacy

Quality 
of care
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Directions of impact 

• Leadership, scientific guidance and innovation

• Professional and personal development

• Communities

• Viable income 

EULAR strategy 2024-2028

Objectives within the strategy

1. Monitor attraction into the field

2. Position a framework of competences in rheumatology

3. Mapping, creating and updating courses according to the EULAR-UEMS 

competences framework

4. Build offering specifically for early career rheumatologists

5. Provide career-building tools for rheumatologists
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Provider of

educational products

Inspiration, 

harmonization, 

benchmarking



Medical school

Rheumatology/  
internal medicine 
training

Career & 
professional
development

Education & Training roadmap
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Step 1: from medical school to specialty training 

• Importance of exposure to rheumatology

• Free learning material

• Principles of MSK history taking and physical examination

• GALS screening 

• Core curriculum in rheumatology for undergraduates?  

• Undergraduate teaching concept award (June 2025) 
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Step 2: Rheumatology specialty training 

• National regulations 

• High heterogeneity 

• Need for harmonization? 
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Competence framework
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Competence framework
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Certificate of Rheumatology
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• Collaboration between EULAR-UEMS 

• Format: 90 MCQ, best of five format

• Based on the EULAR-UEMS Standards for

Training 

• Ongoing learning process



Step 3: career & professional development
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Provider of educational products
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Provider of online courses
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Course 2024

19th EULAR Online Course on Rheumatic Diseases 1116

13th EULAR Online Introductory Ultrasound Course 546

3rd EULAR Online Course on Capillaroscopy & Microcirculation 250

7th EULAR Online Course on Imaging in RMDs 160

6th EULAR Online Course for Systemic Lupus Erythematosus 122

11th EULAR / PRES Online Course in Paediatric Rheumatology 190

16th EULAR Online Course on Connective Tissue Diseases 97

14th EULAR Online Course on Systemic Sclerosis 77

10th EULAR Online Course for Health Professionals in Rheumatology 73

3rd EULAR Evidence Based Practice Online Course for Health Professionals 7

3rd EULAR Online Course for Patient Research Partners 42

4th EULAR Training course for clinicians and health care professionals to develop or 

improve practice in RMD-patient education
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Provider of live courses
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Course City
No. of 

participants 

Rating (participants who rated the 

course to be good to excellent)

EULAR Imaging Course 24 / 30 86%

EULAR Course on Immunology 20 / 30 94%

EULAR Ultrasound Trainers Course in Rheumatology [TTT] 28/30 96%

EULAR Sonography Course | MSUS BASIC 60/60 89%

EULAR Sonography Course | MSUS INTERMEDIATE 60/60 91%

EULAR Sonography Course | MSUS ADVANCED 60/60 91%

EULAR Course on Capillaroscopy and Microcirculation in RMDs 120/120 84%

EULAR Course on Synovial Biopsy Barcelona, Spain 30 / 30 100%

EULAR Autumn Course Days: A Postgraduate Course for Rheumatologists Amsterdan, Netherland 20 / 30 100%

Frankfurt, Germany

Vienna
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Other intiatives

- Webinars

- Scientific exchanges

- Imaging library

- Ultrasound scanning guide

- EULAR Recommendations

- Other free material 
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Mapping competence
framework
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Mapping competence
framework



Wrap-up

• Lifelong learning is essential in an evolving field 

like rheumatology

• Need to provide structured, accessible 

education across the entire professional 

journey and inspiration for this life-long 

endeavour

• The EULAR–UEMS competence framework is 

the backbone for harmonised training and 

coherent delivery

• Collaboration across countries and 

stakeholders will shape the future of 

rheumatology in medical education

“The illiterate of the 21st 
century will not be those who 

cannot read and write, but 
those who cannot learn, 

unlearn, and relearn.”
— Alvin Toffler
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